23rd May, 2016

CLE/MRU/KAZAK FAIR/2016-17

To

The Members of the Council

Dear Members,

Sub:-
CLE participation in the 18th International Exhibition for Fashion, Leather, Shoes & Bags, Almaty, Kazakhstan (September 18-20, 2016)
As a part of the Govt. of India’s strategy to target new and potential markets for promotion of export of leather and leather products, Council for Leather Exports is planning to organize group participation of member-companies in the Central Asia Fashion Exhibition - the 18th International Exhibition for Fashion, Leather, Shoes and Bags to be held during September 18-20, 2016 in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  Keeping in view the growing international popularity and outcome of the earlier editions of the fair, the Embassy of India in Kazakhstan has also recommended for organizing participation in the said event. 

About the Kazakhstan Market:
Kazakhstan’s import of leather, leather products and footwear has increased from USD 47.52 million in 2009-10 to USD 591.17 million in 2013-14, growing at a CAGR of 87.81%. Major items of imports are Non Leather Footwear (US $ 328.91 million), followed by Footwear (US $ 177.24 million), Leather Goods (US $ 32.08 million), Footwear Components (US $ 30.70 million )  and Leather Garments (US$ 16.87 million).  India’s export of leather & leather products to Kazakhstan has increased from US$ 3.43 million in 2009-10 to US$ 7.59 million in 2013-14, growing at a CAGR of 21.97%.   Major items of our export are Footwear, including Non Leather Footwear (US $ 4.37 million) and Leather Goods (US$ 2.74 million).

About the Central Asia Fashion Exhibition – the 18th International Exhibition for Fashion, Leather, Shoes and Bags:
The Central Asia Fashion Exhibition is the most influential trade events for the fashion business representatives within Central Asian Region.  Held twice in a year (September & March), the event offers wide possibilities for suppliers and buyers in the prospective market of Central Asia.

The ‘Leather Section’ Product Themes of the fair are;

• Leather Garments



• Accessories

• Fur Garments



• Components

• Finished Leather for Garments

• Fashion Design

• Double Face for Garments


• Trade Publications

• Tanning Chemicals & Machines

• Sheepskin

• Bags & Shoes



• Belts & suitcases

• Small Leather Goods



• Sewing Machines

• Finishing Trends



• Gloves

• Purses & Wallets






As per Post Show Report of the March, 2016 edition of the event, more than 110 companies from 15 overseas countries and CIS Region participated in the Show. Over 3350 buyers and business visitors visited the fair.  The total area of the exposition was 4000 + sq. mtrs. Most of the overseas participants were from the countries like Turkey, Italy, Moldova, Lebanon, Russia, China, Ukraine etc. Out of the total participants, 66% were from the overseas countries and remaining 34% represented the CIS countries.  For the September, 2016 edition, as of now, 140 exhibitors had registered their participation. 
CLE participation in the 18th International Exhibition for Fashion, Leather, Shoes and Bags:
Considering potential for export of Footwear, Leather Garments, Leather Goods & Accessories, finished leather etc., to Kazakhstan & other CIS countries as there is duty-free access from Kazakhstan to all CIS Countries;  CLE is planning to organize group participation of around 40 member-companies in the September, 2016 edition of the event. 

MAI Assistance & Tentative Participation fee: 

Council has submitted our proposal to the Government of India, seeking financial assistance under Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme, which is under consideration.  In anticipation of the Govt. approval under MAI Scheme, a tentative Participation Fee of Rs. 100,000 (One Lakh) Only  has been fixed for a 9 sq.mtrs built up stand.  In the event of non-approval of our proposal, the participation fee will go up to Rs. 2.10 Lakhs.

Considering our maiden participation in the event, the Fair Organizer has extended the following ‘special offers’ for the companies, who are participating through the Council:-

· Complimentary  Hotel Accommodation (Kazakhstan Hotel http://kazakhstanhotel.kz/) to each exhibitors for 2 nights on 18th & 19th (1st & 2nd day of the fair) September, 2016. Check in 18/09 and check out 20/09.  Room type: double room or twin room. 2 people can accommodate in one room.  For any extra nights, participants have to pay approx 80-85 Euro per night.  Most of the exhibitors and buyers are staying in this hotel only. 
.

· Complimentary Wi-Fi at the exhibition. 
Important Note:
Members may please note that a maximum of 40 members can be enlisted at the Subsidized Participation Fee (Rs. One Lakh Only). Space at the subsidized fee will be allotted purely on ‘first-come-first-serve’ basis as per receipt of full participation fee by the Council from the interested members. Please also note that participants will have to arrange the Visa on their own. However, CLE will arrange the invitation letter from the fair organizer to facilitate obtaining of visas by participants. Kindly note that non-issuance of Visa will not be considered as a valid ground for withdrawal subsequent to confirmation of participation. Hence, withdrawal from participation after confirmation will not be allowed.
Keeping in view the above, member-exporters are requested to avail the opportunity and take part in the Central Asia Fashion Exhibition - the 18th International Exhibition for Fashion, Leather, Shoes and Bags to be held during September 18-20, 2016 in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Please send the duly filled in Application Form along with the Participation Fee of Rs. 1,00,000/- by Cheque/DD drawn in favour of Council for Leather Exports. This may be sent to either Council’s Head Office in Chennai or Regional Offices at Delhi, Kanpur, Mumbai, Kolkata & Agra/Jalandhar on or before June 20, 2016.

With best regards,

Yours faithfully,

R. Ramesh Kumar, IAS

Executive Director

Council for Leather Exports 

