CLE EXPORT AWARD AND LEATHER CONCLAVE 
 NOV. 29, 2018, NEW DELHI
The Export Award function and Leather Conclave Event of Council for Leather Exports (an export promotion organization under Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India) was held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on November 28, 2018.
Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister for Commerce and Industry& Civil Aviation, Govt. of India inaugurated the event and presented the export awards.  Dr. Anup Wadhawan, Secretary, Department of Commerce; Ms. Nidhi Mani Tripathi, Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce ; Shri Mukhtarul Amin, Chairman, CLE ; Shri P.R. Aqeel Ahmed, Vice- Chairman, CLE ; Shri R. Selvam, Executive Director, CLE and industry members participated in this event. 
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Shri Mukhtarul Amin, Chairman, CLE discussing a point with the Hon’ble Minister
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Shri P.R. Aqeel Ahmed, Vice- Chairman, CLE welcoming the Commerce Secretary
Welcoming the participants, Shri P.R. Aqeel Ahmed, Vice – Chairman, CLE stated that the leather industry occupies a prominent place in the country, with an export value of USD 5.74 billion and workforce of 4.41 million.  Highlighting the initiatives undertaken by the Government for “Ease of Doing Business” , Shri Ahmed stated that the rankings of India in ease of doing business has gone up to 77 from 142 in a span of 4 years, thanks to the efforts of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Hon’ble Minister for Commerce & Industry and the Commerce Secretary. Shri Ahmed highlighted about transformation of the industry from a raw materials supplier to a leading exporter of value added products and eaborated about the opportunities available for the industry. 
Shri P.R. Aqeel Ahmed stated as to how the duty credit scrip for finished leather, leather products and footwear under Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS) was increased by 2% within 5 days of request made by CLE. Shri Aqeel Ahmed concluded by stating that the industry has the potential to achieve the export target of USD 10.60 billion by 2024-25.
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Shri P.R. Aqeel Ahmed, Vice- Chairman, CLE
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A view of participants
Speaking at the occasion, Shri Mukhtarul Amin, Chairman, Council for Leather Exports (CLE) thanked the Government for various support measures being implemented for the leather industry including 2% increase in duty credit scrip under Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS) , reduction in GST rates for leather industry items, Rs.2600 crore Indian Footwear, Leather and Accessories Development Programme (IFLADP) and increase in duty free limit for import of critical inputs from 3% to 5% of FOB value of exports for footwear and other leather products.  Shri Amin mentioned that there has been overwhelming response for the IFLADP Scheme from the industry, as approvals for upgrading 9 Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs) involving combined   investment of Rs. 469 crore have already been approved. Besides,  applications for modernization and technological upgradation of production units under Integrated Development of Leather Sector (IDLS) involving projects with investments of about Rs.128 crore have also been submitted.
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Shri Mukhtarul Amin, Chairman, CLE speaking at the occasion
Shri Amin mentioned about the big boost for the performance of MSMEs received through announcement of MSME support and outreach programme by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modiji. 

Stating that the industry has the potential to achieve 9% to 10% annual growth in exports, Shri Amin requested the following additional support measures from the Government. 

1) Implementation of Rebate of State Levies (ROSL) and Scheme to refund embedded taxes under GST

2) Amendment in MSME Development Act 2006 so as to give effect to the definition of MSME on turnover basis, as approved by the Union Cabinet 

3) 2% increase in MEIS rates for leather, leather products and footwear

4) Increase the duty free limit for leather garments also from 3% to 5% of FOB value of exports in previous year, for  import of critical inputs,  as being already done for Textile Garments. 

Dr. Anup Wadhawan IAS, Secretary, Dept. of Commerce spoke about traditional strengths of the leather industry and stated that the sector is important for both domestic market and exports. Highlighting the huge employment potential of the industry and its very high value addition, Dr. Wadhawan stated that the industry is well established to meet the challenges. Stating that the industry will evolve itself, Dr. Wadhawan highlighted the growth achieved by the industry both in qualitative and quantitative terms.
Dr. Wadhawan also spoke about the initiatives taken by the Government including the 2% reduction in MEIA, GST rate reductions, Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) programme of the Customs, 24 x 7 Customs Clearance facility, online application for IEC etc., and also about the efforts taken to make everything automatic so as to reduce transaction costs. Dr. Wadhawan rged the industry to adapt to the rapidly evolving changes in the global market. 
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Dr. Anup Wadhawan IAS, Secretary, Dept. of Commerce speaking at the occasion

Speaking at the occasion, Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Union Minister for Commerce and Industry and Civil Aviation stated that he is happy to support the leather industry and see the industry from going strength to strength.  Stating that the leather and textiles sector have done remarkably well in the past, the Hon’ble Minister stressed the importance of modernization to meet the current challenging scenario in the global market. The Hon’ble Minister spoke about the flagship programe IFLADP being implemented in true spirit for the growth of the leather industry and highlighted the importance of innovation and design to penetrate the market. 
The Hon’ble Minister stated that Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) will create opportunities but industry has to take efforts to increase market share. 

The Hon’ble Minister assured the full support of the Government for the efforts of the leather industry for growth and development and stressed the need for having a strategy for ensuring optimum utilization of the window of opportunities now available by adopting all modern tools. 
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Address by Shri Suresh Prabhu,  Hon’ble Union Minister for Commerce and Industry and Civil Aviation

During the event, the Hon’ble Minister presented the export awards of CLE to the award winners.

PRESENTATION OF EXPORT AWADS
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The event also witnessed the following presentations by renowned overseas experts. 
· Global Footwear Market including USA – Prospects for India by Mr. Peter T. Mangione, USA, Managing Director, Global Footwear Partnerships LLC .
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Mr. Peter T. Mangione
· Supporting Leather Products from Concept to Consumer by Ms. Arzu Arman, Asia & Middle East Business Manager, SATRA Technology Centre, UK.
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Ms. Arzu Arman 
· "Latest Trends in Sustainability in our Leather Industries” by Mr. Yves Morin, General Manager, Yves Morin Consulting and President of UITIC .
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Mr. Yves Morin

· Leather Sector Business Opportunities in Africa by Mr. Govind Venuprasad,  Coordinator – SITA, Office for Asia and the Pacific International Trade Centre
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Mr. Govind Venuprasad
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Shri Puran Dawar, Regional Chairman (North), CLE
Shri Puran Dawar, Regional Chairman (North), CLE delivered the Vote of Thanks and thanked the Hon’ble Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Commerce Secretary, Joint Secretary – Leather, Overseas Experts and the industry members for their participation in the event . 
********
